
Cooperand the

             Big Apple

     Cooper the cat is purrfectly content with his life 

in Texas. So when his best friend, Jennifer, tells 

him they’re taking a trip to New York City, he’s 

not really sure what all the fuss is about. But, like 

a good friend, he embarks on the new adventure 

with her. Jennifer takes Cooper to climb the Statue 

of Liberty, to visit the Stock Exchange, to attend a 

Broadway musical, and to see many other New 

York City landmarks. At each new location, Cooper realizes the Big Apple is not what he expected and 

even more than he imagined!

     Cooper and the Big Apple, is a picture book about a cat who reluctantly goes on a trip to New York 

City. Throughout his trip, Cooper is confused by the many figures of speech and nicknames used to 

describe the landmarks of the city. You see, Cooper is on the Autism Spectrum (like most cats) so 

what transpires is a hilarious look at the world through the eyes of a literal thinker. Cooper’s confusion 

changes to amazement when he realizes that experiencing new things can be fun and educational, even 

though he never gets his bacon and egg breakfast at Tiffany’s.
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                                                                    About the Author…

                                                                        Camille Cohn was born and raised in west Texas where she lived 
                                                                        with her mom and dad, and scotty dog, McDuff. She always loved  
                                                                        writing stories, drawing, and making things as a child. After a trip 
                                                                        to  New Orleans in the third grade, she informed her parents that 
                                                                        she wanted to grow up and paint pictures in Jackson square, be a 
                                                                        cocktail waitress and lead a Girl-scout troop. 
                                                                                                 
                                                                         After realizing that the artist thing in Jackson Square wasn’t going 
                                                                        to fly with her parents, Camille went to the University of Texas at 
                                                                        Austin, where she got her degree in Advertising and completed 
their portfolio program. “Advertising satisfied the ‘taking care of business’ side of things that my parents were 
adamant about, and the ‘getting to use your imagination and play’ part that I had always craved.” She worked as 
an art director at agencies in Dallas and Houston and enjoyed a successful career, working in print and television 
and winning several national awards. But all the time, she kept a notebook of children’s story ideas hidden away 
in her desk. 

After the birth of her second child and a relocation to a small town, Camille decided to concentrate on parenthood 
and take a break from the ad agency world. “I was happy to be able to stay at home with my girls. We were always 
working on art projects and exploring. I was also doing a lot of racing around to different therapy appointments for 
my oldest daughter Riley who had been diagnosed with Autism. When Riley and Syd were in school, I was able to 
volunteer in their classrooms and be right there when the phone rang. It was a true gift for sure.”

Camille continued doing freelance work as a Graphic Artist. It wasn’t until her daughter Riley had the opportu-
nity to illustrate a book that a friend had written that she considered pursuing her “hidden” dream of becoming 
a children’s book author. So Camille began to get serious, reading anything she could get her hands on about 
children’s literature, downloading and watching webinars and writing and imagining.

“The best part of all of this is that it feels like play to me, but I also know it has purpose. I believe that picture 
books can be magic. A child can lose himself in another world even if he can’t read a word, and a grown-up can be 
transported back in time by the simplicity of sharing a book with a child. My hope is to be a part of that magic.”

Camille lives in the Texas Hill Country with her two teenage daughters Riley and Sydney, and their seven dogs. 
She works at Fredericksburg Elementary School as the Art teacher and tries really hard not to be a helicopter mom.

Camille with her daughters Sydney and Riley
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About the Illustrator…

Riley Cohn is a sophomore at Fredericksburg High School. 
She lives with her mom, her sister Sydney, and her seven 
dogs: Rosie, Chancho, Tooger, Schmitty, Babalou, Ouissie 
and Dodie. She enjoys drawing and painting, doing water 
Zumba, making drip castles at the beach, and swimming in 
the ocean when the water is really cold. She works as the 
manager for Fredericksburg High School’s Cross Country 
team and the Girl’s Soccer team.

Her unique perspective gives her the ability to capture a 
character’s true essence with the simplest of strokes. Her 
gift of Autism gives her the ability to see the good and 
beauty in all.

This is Riley’s second book. Her first book Martin in the Narthex received a Moonbeam Children’s 
Book Award and raised money and awareness for Autism Speaks. It is available on Amazon.com.

Riley Cohn

Riley getting her letter jacket for
Cross Country.

Work in progress. Riley at a book signing for 
“Martin in the Narthex”.
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Some Questions...

Q. How did Cooper and the Big Apple come to life?

My family and I were at the Austin Airport getting ready to go on a ski trip when my daughter Riley 
met a lady who was traveling with her cat. She said the lady’s name was Jennifer and the cat’s name 
was Cooper. After that, every time we were in the car going somewhere, we would talk about where we 
thought Cooper and Jennifer were going and some how it just ended up that we thought that they were 
headed to New York City. 

After Riley illustrated her first book about Martin the dog, she really wanted to work on a book about a 
cat. She is a cat person and I am extremely allergic (insert itchy eyes, wheezing and hives here), which 
is probably a good thing because we would have 7 cats to go along with our 7 dogs if I wasn’t. So, 
Riley, Sydney-my other amazingly talented daughter, and I started thinking of places that Cooper and 
Jennifer might go in New York and we just decided to try to make another book because Riley had so 
much fun with her first one.

Q. Why did you add the element of Cooper having issues with literal thinking?

As I was brainstorming, it dawned on me that so many of the nicknames and figures of speech that have 
to do with NYC can be really funny if they are taken literally. I always have to look at the literal side of 
things because it is pretty common with people on the Autism Spectrum to take things VERY literally. I 
can’t tell you how many times I have had to slow down and explain things to Riley when she gives me 
a horrified look about something I have just said. One time she asked me where her dad was and I told 
her he was “working his tail off”.  She looked at me in confusion and said, “But Daddy doesn’t have a 
tail.”  There are many more. When we took a trip to New York City right after Riley finished all of her 
illustrations for this book, she asked if we were going to see the giant apple. I explained (again) that it 
was just a nickname and she said, “Well Chicago had a giant bean.”  She was talking about the Cloud 
Gate sculpture that we saw in Millennium Park when we went to Chicago. And she was right. It’s a 
giant bean.
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Some Questions...

Q. So, you wrote the book with mindset that it would be more than just for entertainment? 

Yes, I wrote it in hopes that educators could use it in the classroom to teach young children about fig-
ures of speech. It could also be used as a tool to teach children about what it is like to be on the Autism 
Spectrum. 

I got to thinking that this book could be a wonderful opportunity to have the lead character be the voice 
of a person on the Autism Spectrum…without it being the entire purpose of the story. In other words, 
Cooper has some differences in the way he processes the world, but he’s still like everyone else in so 
many ways. 

The hot button in children’s literature right now is an outcry for “diverse voices” and I love that! So I 
am thinking, why not have a character with developmental differences be a part of that big beautiful 
diverse picture.

Q. As a mother of a child with Autism, what would you like people to know?

I think the most important thing I want people to know is that people with Autism might
be different, but they are not less. Most people on the Autism Spectrum are extremely intelligent but 
they are wired differently and have a hard time expressing themselves. My hope is that as awareness 
increases, the general public will be able to give Autistic people opportunities that celebrate their 
unique talents instead of seeing them as individuals who have something wrong with them.

I tend to get on a soapbox about spreading Autism awareness and acceptance. There are so many great 
kids out there who have amazing things to offer the world. We just have to teach people to have a little 
patience and empathy. 
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Some Questions...

Q. What is the process you and Riley use to add picture to words?

Riley and I talk about the story and what is going to be in each picture. I usually sketch a storyboard 
out of the book so that it feels like it has some movement…sounds weird, but a few years of working in 
advertising on TV commercials is ingrained in me. Sometimes I draw an example of what animal, or 
chair or hat I am talking about to show Riley what is in my head. Words don’t translate as well as 
pictures for Ri. 

Riley draws each character or thing individually. On pages filled with anyone random that doesn’t 
have to be specific to the storyline, Riley starts adding everyone she knows. I have to again include my 
daughter Sydney in this. She is there when we are brainstorming and imagining and a lot of the times 
she helps Riley add a little fashion flair to the people she draws. Riley will draw people in what she sees 
them in most…or she will put them in blue pants and a red shirt because that is what she considers her 
favorite thing for people to wear, so Syd will help Riley and say things like, “Pretend they are at a 
wedding and draw them in something fancy,” to get Riley to break the clothing rule and get some 
fashion variety on the page.

The pages of Cooper and the Big Apple are filled with family, friends, teachers and even acquaintances 
that Riley feels are important. This includes the animals in her illustration as well. They are animals that 
our family knows and loves.

After Riley completes her line drawings, I scan them and start playing with sizing and then print them 
out. They are then transferred to water color paper and Riley paints…this is another point that she and I 
go round and round because sometimes as an old art director (I did not just say that did I?) I start 
wanting to get very palette specific and bossy about colors and Riley will simply say, “Well, well…it is 
my job.” 

I dig up fun paper scrap or get people to write notes that pertain to the story to add layers of meaning 
for back grounds and then the cutting out and pasting down begins. It is a lot like playing with paper 
dolls. Definitely my favorite part of the process! 
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Some Questions...

Q. Are there any other books in the future?

Yes! Riley has completed illustrations for a book I wrote about a hairless Chihuahua and a standard 
Poodle and their adventures when the town dog park opens. The book is set in Fredericksburg and the 
hope is to raise funds and awareness for the Fredericksburg Dog Park Association. I just have to find a 
way to get it published. 

And then there is a second book in the works about Cooper going to visit his Aunt Alice, an older rela-
tive who uses a lot of Texas “sayings” and colloquialisms. (Imagine Cooper’s horror when Aunt Alice 
tells him to sleep tight and not to let the bedbugs bite!) Riley keeps me busy because she loves drawing 
the illustrations and “having a job”. So stay tuned!

About Autism…

Autism is a complex developmental disability that typically appears during the first three years of life 
and is the result of a neurological disorder that affects the normal functioning of the brain, impacting 
development in the areas of social interaction and communication skills. Both children and adults with 
autism typically show difficulties in verbal and non-verbal communication and social interactions. 
Today, it is estimated that one in every 110 children is diagnosed with autism, making it more common 
than childhood cancer, juvenile diabetes and pediatric AIDS combined. An estimated 1.5 million indi-
viduals in the U.S. and tens of millions worldwide are affected by autism. Government statistics suggest 
the prevalence rate of autism is increasing 10-17 percent annually. There is not an established explana-
tion for this increase, although improved diagnosis and environmental influences are two reasons often 
considered. 




